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Welcome to 
The Data Lab MSc
The Data Lab would like to extend the warmest of welcomes 
as you join our MSc programme. We are delighted to fund 
you through your further study, and hope that our course helps 
bolster your data science education. This year, we are funding 155 
students through our programme across 11 different universities. 
The programme has grown hugely since it was launched in 2015/16 
when we funded 40 students across 3 universities and so when you 
graduate you will be joining The Data Lab Alumni Network of more 
than 470 students to date. 

This student handbook aims to be the official information source 
for The Data Lab MSc course. In this information pack, you can find 
a general overview of the work of The Data Lab, specific details of The 
Data Lab MSc programme including our expectations of our students and 
a timeline of this year’s events, and testimonials from previous students. 

The programme is coordinated by Marian Dunbar. If you have 
any further questions please do not hesitate to contact her at 
skills@thedatalab.com. Please make sure you join our social networks 
including The Data Lab MSc students 2019/20 closed facebook group 
https://www.facebook.com/ groups/665298387271146 where you can 
chat with other The Data Lab MSc students and keep up to date with 
all The Data Lab information. We will send you regular MSc newsletters 
with information, news and events. Please join The Data Lab Alumni 
Network https://www.linkedin.com/ groups/8501018, a forum for 
discussion and events in the data science community which connects all 
470 students who have been through our programme since we started.

General Overview of 
what we do at The Data Lab
The Data Lab is Scotland’s innovation centre for data and AI. Our mission is to help 
Scotland maximise value from data and lead the world to a data-powered future.

2

SUPPORT TO INNOVATE
We support collaborative partnerships that turn 
specialist expertise and academic research into real 
world innovation.

SKILLS AND TALENT
We help Scotland’s workforce to build the industry-

ready skills they need to tackle tomorrow’s challenges 
and apply the latest developments in data science and 
AI. The Data Lab runs a host of academic and training 

courses such as our MSc, Industrial Doctorate courses, 
and Executive Education.

COMMUNITY & EVENTS
We champion and cultivate Scotland’s vibrant data 
science community to help it flourish, make a global 
impact and lead on the world stage. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/665298387271146
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8501018
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The Data Lab 
MSc programme
WHAT IS THE DATA LAB MSC? 
The Data Lab MSc differs from other academic courses as it focuses on applying 
academic knowledge to the world of industry, and developing non-technical skills 
that are essential to becoming a data scientist. 

Our programme allows you to take the skills you learn in the classroom to solve real 
life organisational problems and challenges. This is achieved through our placement 
programme, where you have the opportunity to be matched with industry leaders to 
undergo a project that is of real value to the company. It also includes our Innovation 
Week, where you will form teams with other students to prototype new ideas with data 
from public, private and third sector organisations in Scotland. 

The Data Lab MSc also offers you the chance to attend Data Talent Scotland, an event 
bringing together our aspiring MSc students with employers from across the country. 
This event allows you to network, discuss and learn from some of Scotland’s leading 
data leaders, professionals and researchers. 

WHAT DOES THE DATA LAB EXPECT FROM YOU?
To get the full benefit from the course, we expect our students to attend ALL 
of our events. The Data Lab created this programme exclusively for you with the 
help of industry leaders and academic experts, so that the events were timed in mind 
of academic workload, but also offering the most learning potential. Absence will only 
be excused if suitable notice is sent in advance, with an Absence Form explaining 
non-attendance. 

Moreover, as representatives of The Data Lab we expect our students 
to carry themselves with integrity, determination and hard work.

Tim
eline of the academ

ic year
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CELEBRATION EVENT 
WHEN: 26 August 2020  
WHERE: Edinburgh

LAUNCH EVENT
WHEN: 7 October 2019 
WHERE: Playfair Library, University of Edinburgh

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS (TRAINING SESSIONS) 
WHEN & WHERE: 
23 October 2019 – Edinburgh 
29 October 2019 – Aberdeen 
30 October 2019 – Aberdeen 
6 November 2019 – Stirling 
7 November 2019 – Glasgow 
10 November 2019 – Dundee 
13 November 2019 – Stirling 
14 November 2019 – Glasgow 
20 November 2019 – Glasgow

PLACEMENT MATCHING PROCESS COMMENCES  
WHEN: December 2019 - May 2020

DATA TALENT SCOTLAND
WHEN: 17 March 2020  
WHERE: Glasgow

INDUSTRIAL PLACEMENTS
WHEN:  10-12 weeks between May and September

THE DATA LAB MSC INNOVATION WEEK 
WHEN: June 2020 
WHERE: Glasgow

PLACEMENT MATCHING 
PROCESS CONCLUDES

2020

APRIL

JULY

SEPTEMBER

AUGUST

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

MAY

JUNE

2019

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION FOR 
INDUSTRIAL PLACEMENT
WHEN: 2 December 2019

LAUNCH OF MOOC ON ETHICS AND 
RESPONSIBLE INNOVATION FOR DATA 
SCIENCE COURSE
WHEN: January 2020

DEADLINE FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE ON-
LINE ETHICS AND RESPONSIBLE INNOVATION 
FOR DATA SCIENCE COURSE BY ALL STUDENTS
WHEN: 26 June



Events of the 
Academic Year

   INDUSTRIAL PLACEMENT PROCESS COMMENCES
WHEN: December 2019 – May 2020 
WHERE: Glasgow

During this period our Placement Delivery partner will be in contact with students 
who wish to undertake an Industry Placement. To apply for a place, you will be 
asked to submit your CV and organisation preference. Interviews will be scheduled 
as soon as placements become available, with a view to concluding the entire 
process by end of March. The application deadline is 2 December 2020. The 
placements normally start around 1st of June.  
 
Last year 100 students - that is 75% of those eligible - undertook a placement with 
organisation across all sectors of the Scottish economy including RBS, Aggreko, 
NHS, Previse, Scottish Government and Wood Mackenzie.

  LAUNCH EVENT
WHEN: 7 October 2019 
WHERE: Playfair Library, University of Edinburgh

The Launch Event will bring together all 155 of The Data Lab funded students with university course 
leaders and The Data Lab MSc Team, as well as industry partners. This will be an opportunity to meet 
your new classmates and find out more about The Data Lab and the MSc programme. A range of inspiring 
guest speakers from industry, start-ups, academia and public sector will be there to discuss Data Science 
in Scotland. The key-note address will be delivered by Greig Cowan,  Head of Data Science for Data 
Innovation, RBS. You will also hear from Duncan Bain, Senior Data Scientist, Scottish Power, on “A day in 
the life of a Data Scientist”. You will be able to share the experiences of some of The Data Lab MSc Alumni 
as they have transitioned from their MSc programme to the data science profession in Scotland. This 
event provides an early networking opportunity to get your foot in the door with some industry leading 
organisations and learn what it takes to enter a career as a data scientist.

   EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS TRAINING  
WHEN WHERE: UNIVERSITY/COURSES

23 October 2019 am Edinburgh Heriot-Watt University MSc in Data Science
23 October 2019 pm Edinburgh Heriot-Watt University MSc HRI/AI/Sports Data Science
29 October 2019 Aberdeen RGU
31 October 2019 Aberdeen Aberdeen University
6 November 2019  Stirling Stirling University MSc Data Science for Business
7 November 2019 Glasgow Glasgow University
13 November 2019 Stirling  Stirling University MSc Big Data/Fin Tech/Maths and Data Science
14 November 2019 Glasgow UWS/GCU
20 November 2019 Glasgow Strathclyde University

10 November 2019 Dundee Dundee/St Andrews Universities

In this session, you will learn data industry employability skills such as CV creation, interviewing and 
networking skills from a highly experienced Data Talent recruiter. This session will take place in advance of 
the interviews for your industrial placement, so will be invaluable experience to help you secure your top 
choice of placement. With a maximum of 20 students at each session you will leave having had personal 
review of your CV. You are required to bring a laptop to the training with an ELECTRONIC copy of a 
current CV for checking. The application for an industrial placement is subject to you having attended a 
Skills and Employability session.

O
ctober  

   

D
ecem

ber   
   M

ay

N
ovem

ber

WWW.THEDATALAB.COM6

THE DATA LAB MSc



THE DATA LAB MSc

8

   LAUNCH OF MOOC ON ETHICS AND 
RESPONSIBLE INNOVATION FOR DATA 
SCIENCE COURSE 

WHEN: January  2020

All The Data Lab MSc students are required to complete a compulsory online 
course on Ethics and Responsible Innovation for Data Science. This MOOC is 
being developed by The Data Lab and the University of Edinburgh and will be 
available in early 2020. The course must be completed by all students by 
26 June 2020.

  DATA TALENT SCOTLAND
WHEN: 17 March 2020  
WHERE: Glasgow

All The Data Lab MSc students will get free attendance and travel to Scotland’s 
largest data talent showcase. The event connects new data talent and education 
with industry, providing businesses with fantastic opportunities to access the 
best of Scotland’s data talent. Over 50 organisations with a Scottish base will be 
present looking to recruit those skilled in Data Science, so it will be the perfect 
opportunity for you to peruse what companies have to offer you.

  INDUSTRIAL PLACEMENTS
WHEN: 10 – 12 weeks between May and September 

All The Data Lab MSc students will have the option to interview for a three-
month paid placement at a Scottish organisation. Last year, over 50% of students 
undertook a placement with industry companies such as Aquila Insight, Aggreko 
and Morgan Stanley or with public sector organisations like Scottish Funding 
Council, Glasgow City Council and NHS. This is the perfect opportunity for you to 
put your data science skills into practice, and contribute to a project that is of real 
value to the firm. It is also great experience of what it is like to work within a data 
science team and adds a great boost to your CV. 

January
M

arch
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ay   
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John Bell

STUDENT AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF STIRLING
COURSE:  
MSc Big Data

PLACEMENT:  
Industry placement at NHS 
Information Services Division

CURRENT:  
Data Scientist with Sustainably

I’m delighted I chose to do a The Data Lab MSc. It’s been a very positive 
experience. 

The support from The Data Lab has been a very beneficial complement to 
the academic learning on my MSc course. As well as the financial support 
the Data Lab provided, being a part of The Data Lab community has given 
me an opportunity to make connections with potential employers, build a 
strong professional network with others working in data science in Scotland 
(including my MSc peers) and get a better understanding of some of the 
amazing things that are going on in Scotland.

Practical help, such as the CV and interviewing workshop, gave me the 
confidence to feel prepared to go out and seek exciting opportunities.

The MSc Innovation Week was one of the highlights of the year for me. It was 
an extremely powerful learning experience, which focused on design thinking, 
solving problems that matter, and the need to really understand the users of 
the data-fuelled products or services we develop. 

Having the opportunity to undertake an industrial placement has given me 
the opportunity to apply the skills I’ve been learning throughout the year to 
a real, challenging problem. The skills I’ve gained throughout the year helped 
me feel ready for taking on such a challenge. I worked on a ‘Classifying Illness 
Complexity’ project with NHS Information Services Division, developing a 
machine learning classifier to categorise health-care users in Scotland based 
on the over-all complexity of their health conditions. It’s been great. So many 
things have ‘clicked’ for me during my placement and I’ve learned so much.

Thanks to the Data Lab MSc programme, I’m now involved in two exciting 
data science roles, one as a data scientist for the fintech-for-good startup 
Sustainably and the other as the author of an online data science course for 
college lecturers in Scotland, for College Development Network.



THE DATA LAB MSc

WWW.THEDATALAB.COM

   THE DATA LAB MSc 
INNOVATION WEEK 

WHEN: 1 – 5 June 2020 
WHERE: Glasgow

Innovation Week is the most important event in The Data Lab MSc 
programme calendar. This is an intensive week-long, residential training 
event that brings together the whole cohort together to:

• Have fun with your peers in a safe environment
• Feel a sense that you are part of a wider, supportive data science community 

in Scotland
• Learn how to identify real problems and frame the right questions for a successful 

data project
• Learn how to overcome the challenges of using real-world ‘dirty’ data as typically 

found in industry
• Help to solve real problems faced by Scottish-based organisations using data
• Produce a meaningful output with the potential to provide a valuable impact 

for Scotland.  

Last year we worked with Scottish organisations including SUSTRANS, RBS 
and Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park. 

  DATA ETHICS MOOC COMPLETION DEADLINE 
WHEN: 26 June 2020

Completion date for the compulsory online Ethics and Responsible Innovation 
for Data Science course.

  CELEBRATION EVENT 
WHEN: 26 August 2020  
WHERE: Edinburgh

The Celebration Event will bring together all The Data Lab MSc funded students. 
This will be a celebration of all your accomplishments and milestones that you 
have achieved during your MSc course. The day will consist of speakers from 
industry and academia, showcasing job opportunities within the Scottish data 
science industry. Furthermore, the winner of “The Data Lab MSc Student Project 
Award” will be revealed. There will also be a networking opportunity with recruiting 
organisations, which offers a good chance of finding your next career move. 

A fter having worked for seven years in the accounting and finance 
industry I decided to make a career change into Data Science. Working 

in another industry for a long time meant that in the start of my journey my 
skill set was not Data Science oriented. Data Lab’s support was instrumental 
in transitioning smoothly from one profession to the other. 

The skills I gained through the industry specific workshops and networking 
events that the Data Lab team organised have helped me to secure a summer 
placement in Barrachd, a well-respected and fast developing company in the 
business analytics field. In Barrachd I worked on a machine learning project 
as an MSc intern. My task was to develop a content-based recommender 
system for one of the company’s platforms. 

Following the successful completion of the project Barrachd has offered 
me a permanent job in their team. In my new role I will continue working 
on machine learning and software engineering projects within Barrachd’s 
development team. My career future at the moment looks bright and this was 
achieved through hard work and The Data Lab’s support.

Stamatios Tiniakos

STUDENT AT HERIOT WATT 
UNIVERSITY
COURSE:  
MSc in Data Science

PLACEMENT:  
Industrial placement at Barrachd

CURRENT:  
Developer at Barrachd

June
August
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MSc Industrial 
Placements
The MSc Industrial Placement is organised by 
The Data Lab in collaboration with MBN Solutions 
and your course leaders. MBN Solutions are a 
recruitment agency that will facilitate the entire 
process through their student targeted service, 
MBN Academy. 

WHAT IS IT ABOUT?
The industrial placement will run for 10-12 weeks 
between the period of May and September 2020. 
Normally, you will have a 40 hour working week and 
you will be paid minimum living wage (£7.70) per 
hour by your host company. Any expenses during the 
placement are paid at the discretion of the company.

HOW DOES IT WORK? 
• MBN Academy will provide you with a form to 

fill out detailing your placement project 
and location preferences.

• MBN Academy will match your skills to a 
suitable project provided by a host company.

• MBN Academy will provide you with 
interview and CV writing training.

• MBN Academy will ensure both the student 
and host company are fully briefed on the 
meeting process. 

• The host company will meet with the 
matched students and will select the one 
most suited for the project. 

• MBN Academy then liaise between the 
selected student, host company, University 
and The Data Lab to confirm the placement.

For more information and F.A.Q., 
please visit: www.mbnsolutions.com

Charlotte McLean

STUDENT AT ROBERT GORDON’S 
UNIVERSITY
COURSE:  
MSc Data Science

PLACEMENT:  
Industrial Placement with 
IntelligentPlant

CURRENT:  
Data Scientist with Penta Technology

I decided to go back to University to study for my MSc after 
commuting between Aberdeen and Edinburgh for a few years. Having 
gained a place on the MSc in Data Science at RGU, I was able to 
commit to the course full time and leave my job when I was awarded a 
The Data Lab MSc scholarship.

The Data Lab arranged a welcome event where we got to meet all 
the other funded students across Scottish universities. Talks during 
the event from previous students and staff of the Data Lab outlined 
their vision of using data science for good and making Scotland the 
go-to place for data. I found out about the monthly data meet-ups in 
Aberdeen and the placement process which is delivered for The Data 
Lab by MBN. MBN outlined how they help students prepare to apply 
for placements with their skills workshops. 

Data Talent brought employers and students together in a careers 
fair where there were lots of jobs on offer. Speakers in the field gave 
insights into the life of a data scientist. I had found my people! 

MBN found me a placement with IntelligentPlant, a small software 
house in Aberdeen that provides applications to the oil and gas 
industry in June. MBN and IntelligentPlant worked with me to 
accommodate my caring commitments as a single mum. 

Before starting on placement, the whole MSc cohort went to a 3 day 
design skills workshop arranged by The Data Lab and Snook. It was 
great to see how soft skills and design thinking skills gathered during 
my career were relevant and had a place in my new career path. I would 
definitely recommend The Data Lab placement opportunity to any 
future students as it will definitely make you a more rounded candidate 
for future roles! It has certainly paid off for me as I have now taken up a 
position as Data Scientist with Penta Technology in Aberdeen.
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Student Feedback 
and Testimonials 
We really hope that you are excited and looking 
forward to start The Data Lab MSc. We really 
appreciate any feedback that you have about the 
course and we encourage you to send us your 
thoughts at any time. There will also be short 
feedback surveys that we require you to complete 
during and within six months after your course. 
We want to make the course the best we possibly 
can and will do everything we can to bring your 
feedback on board. 

We’d recommend any new students reading this 
to take the opportunities being offered this year 
with both hands. Attend the events and meet-ups, 
socialise with other students and data scientists/
engineers. If an interesting placement opportunity 
arises, then go for it; the experience is invaluable 
and it could lead to a job at that company.

WWW.THEDATALAB.COM
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Stay in touch

THE PROGRAMME IS COORDINATED BY MARIAN DUNBAR:

 skills@thedatalab.com 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/665298387271146 

 https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8501018 

 twitter.com/DataLabScotland 

 www.thedatalab.com/mailing-list

Event Attendance 
and Travel Expenses
ALL The Data Lab events are compulsory to attend. 
Absence will only be excused if suitable notice is 
sent in advance explaining non-attendance. 

If for any reasons you are not able to attend our 
events, please contact The Data Lab at skills@
thedatalab.com. You will have to submit an 
Absence Form that can be downloaded 
from www.thedatalab.com/MSc.

When the events are not organised in the same 
city as the students’ university, the students are 
eligible to claim expenses for their travel costs 
and for evening meals during Innovation Week 
up to a set amount. The reimbursement is funded 
by The Data Lab and processed by the University. 
We kindly ask you to contact your course leader 
for further guidance on how you can claim your 
expenses back.

The Data Lab will be responsible for arranging 
accommodation where necessary. 

Find out more
For more information please visit: 
www.thedatalab.com/MSc

This is a page dedicated to The Data Lab funded 
students where you can download the following 
documents:

• An online version of this Handbook

• Student Enrolment Pack

• Student Code of Conduct

• Data Sharing Privacy Notice

• ESF Participant Form 
(for those of you who receive funding 
through the European Social Fund)

• Absence Form
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Being a part of The Data Lab MSc programme has been a life-
changing opportunity. 

Thanks to meeting various analytics professionals, as well as 
participating in talks organised throughout the scheme, I have been 
able to bridge the gap between academic theory and practice. While 
studying for my master’s degree, I had a chance to deliver a number 
of smaller analytical projects but it was the training provided by The 
Data Lab that made me aware of how crucial data quality and business 
analysis is to decision-making. Our soft skills such as communication 
and teamwork, which often make or break data projects, were tried 
out at Innovation Week on real business problems, with the challenge 
owners on hand to give feedback and assistance.  We worked in 
teams with students from the other 11 universities, from diverse 
academic backgrounds and nationalities.  This experience made me 
realise that all aspiring data professionals have something special to 
bring to the table, with no two skillsets being identical. 

I undertook an industrial placement with The Scottish Government 
with the Chief Economic Adviser (OCEA) at the end of The Data Lab 
MSc. This was a great way to get my foot in the door of the data 
science profession and has led me to my first data science job with 
RBS in the Data and Analytics Division, London.  

Without The Data Lab MSc, training and networking opportunity, and 
the financial support coming with it, I would not have been able to 
pursue postgraduate education at this point of my life.

Dawid Galarowicz

STUDENT AT EDINBURGH 
UNIVERSITY
COURSE:  
MSc Statistics with Data Science

PLACEMENT:  
Industrial Placement with 
the Scottish Government

CURRENT:  
Data and Analytics Division, RBS

THE DATA LAB MSc
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CONTACT DETAILS

T: +44 (0) 1316514905
E: info@thedatalab.com

ABERDEEN HUB

ONE CodeBase
ONE Tech Hub
Schoolhill
Aberdeen
AB10 1FQ

EDINBURGH HUB

The Bayes Centre
47 Potterrow
Edinburgh
EH8 9BT

GLASGOW HUB 
Inovo Building 
121 George St 
Glasgow  
G1 1RD

INVERNESS HUB 
An Lòchran 
Inverness Campus 
Inverness 
IV2 5NB
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